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READING 1:

POLITICS IN BRITAIN
The British political scene is dominated by two major parties that have quite different political agendas. However, the ideological distance between the Labor Party and the Conservative Party has become less marked, and their policies more difficult to tell apart in recent years. In fact, it would be true to say that both parties consist of conservative, moderate and radical elements, and therefore the general public is often perplexed about which party to vote for. Nonetheless, it is usual to find that a British voter will lean towards supporting one of these two parties and remain faithful to that party for life. 

The Labor Party's manifest objective is to safeguard the interests of the common working man and woman, and, in effect, give them political representation in Parliament. The Party has always had strong connections with the trade unions, and, before coming to power, was passionately committed to the concept of a welfare society in which people who are less fortunate than others are politically and financially assisted in their quest for a more equitable slice of the economic pie. The main problem is that such socialist agendas are extremely expensive to implement and maintain, even in a comparatively wealthy country with a large working and, hence, taxpaying population base. Welfare societies tend towards bankruptcy unless government spending is kept in check. Fortunately, the present government recognizes this, and has resisted reckless spending. 

The Conservative Party, on the other hand, argues that the best way to ensure a fair division of wealth in the country is to allow more freedom to create it. This, in turn, means more opportunities, jobs created etc., and therefore more wealth available to all. Just how the poor are to share in the distribution of this wealth (beyond being given, at least in theory, the opportunity to create it), is, however, less well understood. Practice, of course, may make nonsense of even the best theoretical intentions, and often the less politically powerful are badly catered for under governments implementing "free-for-all" policies.

It is surprising, given the current homogeneity of the two major parties, that less attention than elsewhere in Europe is paid to the smaller political parties such as the Greens and the Liberal Democrats. This may be because British voters distrust parties with platforms based around one or two major current issues alone; the Green Party, for example, is almost solely concerned with the environment. Moreover, when it comes to casting a vote, history shows that the British public tends to resist change and, thus, the status quo is maintained.
 1. Which is the best title for the passage?
A. The Labor and Conservative Parties
B. British Politics – an Overview
C. Who the Public Should Vote For
D. A Short History of Politics in Britain.
2. What is the main point of the first paragraph?
A. British voters are confused about which political party to vote for.
B. The policies of the two major British political parties are often similar.
C. Two political parties dominate the British political scene.
D. The policies of the two major British parties differ greatly.
3. Which is the topic sentence of the second paragraph?
A. Sentence number one
B. Sentence number two
C. The last sentence
D. none of the above
4. What is the main topic of the final paragraph of the passage?
A. current political issues
B. The Green Party
C. Attitudes of British voters
D. The smaller political parties

READING 2
STARTING YOUR OWN EDUCATIONAL LEARNING CENTER

According to research, the private learning and tutoring market is experiencing rapid growth; it’s on pace to become a $100 billion industry by 2017. Starting an educational learning center allows you to get involved with a business trend that is headed in the right direction. Starting an educational learning center also gives you the chance to make a difference in the lives of children every day. Before opening an educational learning center, several steps must be completed.
Create a business plan for your educational learning center. As part of the business plan, include information about whether you plan on buying into a franchise or starting your own independent business. Evaluate the competition and create some financial projections for your business as well.
Get the funding you need for your educational learning business. For this process, pursue funding from investors or by getting a loan from a commercial lender. When working with a lender, the money must be paid back at some point. If you bring on investors, your future profits must be shared. Both investors and lenders require a copy of your business plan before they will think about giving you the money you need.
Find a location for your educational learning center. Find a location that is convenient for parents to drop off their children. For example, locate your center relatively close to a school or a residential area. Get a building that has rooms for several classes, a computer area and possibly a play area.
Hire teachers or tutors for your business. Hire individuals who have been certified by the National Tutoring Association. This helps lend your institution some credibility with parents.
Buy the equipment needed for your educational learning center. This includes books, computers, desks, chairs, chalkboards, educational toys and videos. If you get involved with a franchise, a list of necessary materials is provided. If not, buy the materials that you need according to your business plan.
Promote your educational business. Offer an introductory price or promotion so that more customers sign up initially. Consult with local schools to see if they will allow you to pass out fliers or be mentioned in the school bulletin. Advertising in the newspaper, on the radio and on television in your area helps get the word out about your business also.
5. When creating a business plan for the learning center also consider information about investing in 
A. A franchise 
B. Increasing competition 
C. Starting a new business 
D. Making new financial projects
6. If necessary to get investors to invest in your business then you will have to
A. Pay them back at some point.
B. Increase funding
C. Get a loan.
D. Share the profits with them.
7. When searching for a placement of the education center make sure to find
A. A location that is near to a residential area.
B. A center that is distant for a school.
C. A building that has a few rooms for classes.
D. An area used as a computer area.
8. For starting the business you will also need to hire individuals who
A. Have the certificate of the National Tutoring Association.
B. Require the certificate of the National Tutoring Association.
C. Are qualified to teach.
D. Have a professional degree in their respected subject.
9. A list of essential material that you need to purchase is given to you only when you
A. Need the material.
B. Compile the list.
C. Hire a professional to work on it.
D. Are involved with a franchise.
10. Boost your business by introducing a promotion offer or a
A. Introductory price.
B. Half price
C. Discounted price.
D. Concession Price

III. GAP FILLING:
Read the text below and choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each question.
London Parks
London is famous (11) ______ its parks and gardens. Some of them belong to the Crown (12) ______ they are all open to the public and the entrance is free of charge. In St James's Park you can watch and (13) ______ swans, ducks, geese and other water birds. Hyde Park (14) ______ to be a hunting ground and is still popular with horse riders.
Those (15) ______ like a good argument should go to the Speakers' Corner to listen to individuals (16) ______ their speeches on various subjects. Regent's Park now houses London Zoo and open-air theatre where Shakespeare's plays are staged (17) ______ summer. Not (18) ______ the parks are in the city center. Greenwich and Richmond are located in the suburbs. All these areas of green give the city dwellers an excellent (19) ______ to enjoy some peace and quiet (20) ______ from traffic and crowded streets.
 Question 11. A. by			B. for			C. from			D. with
 Question 12. A. because of		B. unlike		C. despite			D. but
 Question 13. A. feed			B. eat			C. breed			D. lead
 Question 14. A. should		B. ought		C. used			D. have
 Question 15. A. who			B. whose		C. which			D. whom
 Question 16. A. doing	  	B. giving	  	C. taking			D. talking
 Question 17. A. to			B. at			C. in				D. on
 Question 18. A. each			B. whole		C. every			D. all
 Question 19. A. chance		B. knowledge		C. account			D. source
 Question 20. A. apart		B. about		C. away			D. around

______Hết_______
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